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Adrenalin Devon Junior Minor League
General Secretary Information Sheet  -  Season 2026 – 2027
My Phone number   07484 029458       My e mail mark.rowlesdjm@gmail.com
Welcome to the sixth newsletter of the 2026 – 2027 Season and trust that the information is useful for your Club officials and please make sure this is shared with your Managers and Club officials.

Newsletter No. 6
Compliance and Club Responsibility

Keeping young people safe and ensuring the FA rules for Coach and Club officials’ compliance is the League and Clubs primary priority.  Whether we agree with the rules or not is irrelevant, the required processes and procedures must be adopted.  So, to be clear and concise

Each Club must have at a game

Minimum of 2 Club officials with up-to-date FA DBS checks in attendance at a game.  Ideally minimum of two coaches and assistants in technical area but if one must run the line but is clearly at the game this is acceptable. 

All officials to have completed the FA Safeguarding Children online qualification and ensure it is in date.

One person who has also got the above two requirements to be FA First Aid qualified.

Only Club officials with the qualifications listed and the named substitutes are allowed in the technical area.  Injured players or players not selected on the team sheet cannot be in the technical area.  Children of Club officials cannot be in the technical areas unless a named player.  The League also requests that a maximum of 4 adults are in the technical area.

Failure to comply will result in disciplinary action being taken and potential suspension from the League.  This is a non-negotiable.  If an incident occurs at a game and we have failed to comply the Clubs and the League can be held to account and sanctioned by both the FA and outside professional bodies.

I appreciate this has created extra burdens on Clubs BUT these are the rules and if you feel you or your Club are unable to comply with them then you have the choice to leave the League.

I am sorry if this is sounding a threat or overly forceful, but we live in different times and we either agree to adopt in full the rules or choose not to be involved in FA affiliated football.  As someone who has worked with young people in a professional basis for most of my life, I am aware of the number of people sadly that would want to get involved in junior football to groom or coerce young people and we must do everything to protect our players.

One way to help with compliance is to get a couple of spectators DBS and safeguarding children qualified so in the absence of a coach or Manager someone can step in.  I appreciate this is an extra cost but is a potential solution when availability of coaches is difficult.

Please finally note although recommended and part of accreditation processes having a coaching qualification is not compulsory.

Registration Secretary Information

Peter has asked me to remind Clubs of the following

1. The Transfer window has now closed and does not reopen until the 3rd January 2026.

2. That dual signings require 7 days written notice to parent club and Peter the Registration Secretary copied in
3. That 5 consecutive games have to be missed to deregister a player when not in a transfer window or with Club consent and a letter from the parent to the League 21 day’s notice from the date the request from parent and club is received by the General Secretary and the Registration Secretary.
Returning of League Perpetual Cup and Division Trophies
Firstly, my thanks to the Clubs and teams that have already returned their perpetual trophies they won in the 2025 – 2026 Season.  However, I still have over 80 trophies outstanding and the last date for their return is the 31st October 2026.

The trophies must be returned to myself, and my address is 8 Limetree Road, Peverell, Plymouth PL3 5UB.  Please can you ensure you either email me or text / phone me to let me know when you intend to return the trophies as I want to ensure that someone is around to collect them.  Under no circumstances can they be left on the doorstep if I am not in or left with neighbours.  It would really help me if the trophies can be returned asap and not be left until the final couple of days in October.  My thanks in advance for your support in this matter.
Completion of Team Sheets

Our Team Sheet Secretary as in previous years has provided some leeway on team sheets in the first couple of weeks as we get back into the system and new Clubs can get used to the online forms.  However, we have had 5 teams already that despite reminders have failed to complete their sheets and are being fined as per Rule.  Rule 21 Page 120 of the handbook provides details of when the team sheets need completing but for Saturday games it has to be completed by the following Monday evening 11.59pm and for Sunday games to be completed by the following Tuesday evening at 11.59pm.  Please can we ensure we get team sheets completed on time as this assists the League in sorting our future fixtures and ensure all players are registered correctly.
14 Day Cancellations

Please remember if you want a game cancelled for a specific date do not assume that if a game is not scheduled that you will not need to cancel.  The League can arrange a game with 14 days’ notice so if you are certain you need a game cancelled for a specific date please do so regardless of whether a fixture is currently showing
Email Addresses of the League Executive

All email addresses in the handbook for League Executive Officers other than the couple shown below are now correct and the Executive Officers listed below will be sorted by end of next week at the latest.  Please can you use the new addresses
Still using old addresses

Helen Mulligan – Team Sheet Secretary still using  registradjm@gmail.com
Brian Rimes – Referees Appointment Secretary still using gcmasouthwest@live.co.uk
Please note if you use Staddiscombe
The changing rooms at Staddiscombe have been deep cleaned and the council have sent me pictures of the changing rooms after this has been done.  If you are using changing rooms at Staddiscombe please ensure all litter is removed and the changing rooms swept.  They were left is a poor state last week (I am sure it is not DJM teams) but want to ensure we do not lose the use of these changing rooms.  If you are using a changing room, can you just take a picture of it when you have finished using and just hold in case I get contacted about the changing rooms in the future.

Devon FA Suspensions 

The League Executive is increasingly being asked to clarify suspensions that have been imposed by Devon or Cornwall FA as a result of sending offs.  If you have a query on any on field suspensions for red cards please can you direct to   support@devoncountyfa.freshdesk.com and address the email to Jemma.  Please only contact the League if you can not get a response from them in a timely manner.

Behaviour Unpacked Workshop – information from Devon FA.
It is not to late to book on the Behaviour Unpacked Workshop that is taking place at 7pm at Home Park, Plymouth Argyle on Thursday 15th October 2026.  

To sign up, please use the following link:
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https://forms.gle/iJqUbWLSNttfz6pk7
This is a chance for Clubs to discuss their concerns and thoughts re discipline to Sports Integrity Matters and Devon FA and I hope a few more Clubs will sign up.  Currently over 20 in attendance and so the event will definitely go ahead.
Handbook Changes
Change of Contact Details for Clubs and Handbook

Plymouth Parkway another new Secretary

Plymouth Parkway have changed their Secretary again and it is now

Sam Green

sam.green@ppfc.co.uk
07513 859499

Team Withdrawals

Sadly, one team has withdrawn from the League since the last newsletter
Morley Athletic Under 15s that played in the Royal Oak Division.  The League table and fixtures have been amended accordingly.
Mark Rowles
General Secretary    9th October 2026
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