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Adrenalin Devon Junior Minor League
General Secretary Information Sheet  -  Season 2026 – 2027
My Phone number   07484 029458       My e mail mark.rowlesdjm@gmail.com
Welcome to the second newsletter of the 2026 – 2027 Season and trust that the information is useful for your Club officials and please make sure this is shared with your Managers and Club officials.
Newsletter No. 2
Season Start Dates

The Season start dates are as follows

U10 – U16 fixtures

Saturday 5th September 2026
U18 fixtures             

Sunday 6th September 2026

U8 Junior Division                                                                                              (U7s playing up a year)
Saturday 12 September then every other week

U9s                         
 
Saturday 12th September 2026 

U7s                          
Saturday 12th September then every other week

U8s 

              
Saturday 19th September then every other week

Please note the U7 – U9 programmes have a mid-season break in December and January
This Season the U10s and U11s will play in December and January as many Clubs requested this.

Further information about the Central programme for U7s – U9s will be sent out week of the 10th August 2026
Fixtures for start of Season

The Fixture Secretaries are currently generating fixtures for the forthcoming Season but this is a mammoth task and with the number of different pitches, times of games. and private club requirements to align with adult games, parkin requirements etc, etc this is a complex task.  The aim is fixtures should be available within the next 5 – 10 days which will be a minimum of 3 weeks before start of Season.  Please can you inform Managers not to contact the Fixture Secretaries asking when the fixtures will go online and work to the timelines provided above.

Please note if you are entering into our Under 7 programme a separate email to all Clubs is being sent later this weekend.

Central Division Fixtures start a week later from the 12th September and are generated differently and they will be with Clubs by no later than the last week of August.
September League Management Meeting

The September League Management Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 1st September 2026 at Boringdon Golf Club starting at 7pm.  At the meeting we will be distributing handbooks and providing all up to date information about the forthcoming Season.  There will also be a presentation about new disciplinary and respect guidelines from the FA and some new of some joint Devon FA and Devonport Royal Dockyard SC Devon Junior and Minor League initiatives.

Your attendance at this meeting is essential and please ensure you are represented.  If all Club officers are unavailable for attendance, please send a parent or other representative.

Returning of League and Cup Trophies

If your Club won a League Winners or Runners Up perpetual trophy or a Cup Winners or Runners Up perpetual trophy you have until the end of October to return however if you are able, as it helps the League, to return earlier that would be really appreciated.  We will be accepting trophies at the September League Management meeting, and this hopefully will save some of you especially if from outlying areas making an additional trip into Plymouth to return trophies.  Your support is much appreciated in this matter.
Club Welfare Officer Meeting Dates

Please see below the Club Welfare Officer Meeting Dates for the forthcoming Season

Thursday 3rd September 2026 – Parkway Sports and Social Club Ernesettle 7pm in person meeting

Thursday 10th December 2026 – online meeting 7pm start

Thursday 25th February 2027 – online meeting 7pm start

Wednesday 5th May 2027 – online meeting 7pm start

Please ensure your Welfare Officers are made aware of these dates, and they are expected to attend.  If unavailable, they need to find someone else to represent the Club.

Referees Meeting

Our yearly referees meeting is to be held at Manadon Sports Hub on Thursday 3rd September 2026 starting at 7pm.  This is an opportunity for the League to liaise with its referees and to share information about the League for the forthcoming Season.

Mini Soccer Meeting

Is to be held on Wednesday 2nd September 2026 at Manadon Sports Hub starting at 7pm and all Managers of Clubs competing in our U7 – U9 Central Division programme to attend – Further details to be sent out in next 10 days.
Cup Draws

The date for all Cup Draws U10 – U16 has been set and it is Monday 7th September 2026 starting at 6pm and further details to follow and how to follow on social media
Respect Barriers

I am delighted to inform you that all the Clubs that requested some respect barriers that we have liaised with Devon FA to get to Clubs free of charge are being collected next week and I will then arrange a couple of times when they can be picked up from a central point and will email all Club Secretaries these times and dates. The League politely requests that each Club makes a small donation of between £ 5 - £ 10 to support the League to cover the cost of picking the respect barriers up.  This is optional but all monies received above the cost to cover transport will go towards our player benevolent fund.  Donations will be received when barriers are picked up and we can take cash or card payments.  Receipts will be provided for Club records.

Devon FA Roadshow  - Plymouth Parkway Thursday 20th August 2026
The League really hopes that Clubs will try and get a representative to attend the Devon FA pre Season roadshow outlined below.  Some interesting topics especially around funding and behaviour and discipline.  This is your Club chance to also liaise with Devon FA on areas of concern or improvements you would like to see. If you wish to attend please register using the link below
A reminder of our pre-season roadshows coming up in August:

Thursday 20th August 2026 (18:00-21:00) - Plymouth Parkway FC, PL5 3JHI | FREE TO ATTEND
 

Invitation is open to anyone involved in either a youth league or club, however we are asking individuals to sign up separately as capacity at both venues is limited. Register using the below link or the QR code in the attached graphic.

Register Here
 

Content on the evening will be covering the below:

· Coaching and Changing Formats

· FutureFit & 3v3

· Positive Behaviour and Discipline, with Sport Integrity Matters (in attendance) delivering

· Funding Opportunities

· England Football Accreditation

· Sessional Football

· Devon FA Volunteer Campaign

 
Handbook Update
The Devonport Royal Dockyard handbook for Season 2026 – 2027 is go to the printers on Wednesday 13th August and so any last-minute Club changes need to be with me by 7pm on Tuesday 12th August 2026.  The handbooks will be distributed at the September League Management Meeting.  Each Club will receive one handbook per team and additional handbooks for the Chair, Secretary and Welfare Officer of the Club.
Transfer Window

Please note the League Transfer Window opens on the 1st September 2026 and closes again on 30th September 2026.  If you are trying to sign a player between now and the 31st August 2026 who has already signed for another Club in the close Season you have to wait until this date.  If you seek permission from the Club you wish to get the player from to train with you in writing, so the League has verification then this is acceptable providing your Club insurance covers this.
Registration of Players
The League appreciates the efforts Clubs have made to get players registered especially with the additional work required due to the requirement to update pictures on the system.  Please can you continue to get players registered and not leave your players over the minimum number already registered to the last week of the Season as this creates additional strain on our Registration Secretary Peter Frankland who has done a great job in getting all the players authorised on the system.

Travellers

Unfortunately, some council pitches are still seeing travellers camping on them and the most recent has been Victoria Park.  The Council is sending eviction notices as quickly as the Law allows and are also then doing a thorough clean of the site to ensure they are safe for use.

FA Initiatives to be Aware of around Discipline and Respect
Some links for your Club to review relating to Discipline and Respect.

Behaviour Hub – To signpost clubs/parents/players towards
Penalty Points – Newly adopted thresholds. 25+ points, teams will receive formal warning via CFA. 50+ mandatory meeting with CFA.
Respect Marks, Updated Respect Marks for 2026/27 : Grassroots Technology
FA Respect Shop – Leagues have 10% discount
Behaviour Improvement Programme (BIP)
Respect Evening Feedback
The League Executive would like to thank all the Clubs and individuals that attended the 2025 – 2026 Respect Presentation Evening and we had the highest number of people present since the event was established over 5 years ago.  Special thanks to our sponsors for their attendance.  Please find below the link to the pictures taken on the evening and please can you share with all attendees from your Club so they can see and purchase if they wish
https://www.241photography.co.uk/respect2026
password is respect2026

League Registration Invoices
The Treasurer has sent all League Registration invoices to Clubs and would like to record her thanks to all the Clubs (over 50%) who have already made payment.  Clubs have until the 31st August 2026 to make payment.  Please note that if payment is not made by this date the Club will not be able to compete in any fixtures scheduled for the 5th or 6th September.  Unfortunately, there are some fines being sent out for team withdrawals in the next few days.
League Rules

As I informed you in my last email the FA instigated a new way of reviewing rules of the competition this Season and this has led to a few of the League rules having to be amended or withdrawn as it was felt they contradicted the FA SCORY rules that all Leagues have to abide by.  Details of the few amended rules will be provided at the September League Management Meeting.  Please note this has impacted all Leagues in Devon.
Mark Rowles
General Secretary    08 August 2026
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