[image: image1.jpg]



Adrenalin Devon Junior Minor League
General Secretary Information Sheet  -  Season 2025 – 2026
My Phone number   07484 029458    My e mail mark.rowlesdjm@gmail.com 
Welcome to the thirteenth newsletter of the 2025 – 2026 Season and trust that the information is useful for your Club officials and please make sure this is shared with your and Club officials.

Newsletter No.13
FA Compliance

The Adrenalin Devon Junior and Minor League is an affiliated League with the Football Association and therefore must comply with their rules and regulations regardless of whether we may agree with them or not.  The reason I state this is that these rules are non-negotiable and it is our duty to comply with them.

In the past year in particular the FA and the League have worked collaboratively to improve and implement safeguarding compliance and in terms of ensuring coaches have up to date DBS checks and the correct qualifications the approach of zero tolerance has made a huge difference.

However, with the number of FA and League appointed respect visits being undertaken increasing we are noting a few match day issues, and these are highlighted below

1. Only one compliant official in attendance at a game and this is not permitted.  You must have a minimum of 2 compliant coaches in attendance both having their DBS and safeguarding children and one of them having a First Aid qualification.  The ruling is 2 at a game and so although not ideal one of them can by be the Club Assistant / referee if no one else can be found.
2. Other than compliant officials no other adults are allowed in the technical area at any time and this also includes young children or relatives of the coaches.  In short Club officials and nominated players and substitutes are the only people allowed in the technical area

3. Technical areas must be used and clearly marked as per League Rule

4. Please ensure if you have a player with any specific behavioural, medical needs or learning disabilities you let the referee know prior to the game

I am often asked what do you do if sickness / holiday or work makes this not possible.  In these circumstances you can find from your Club or another a replacement providing they have all of the FA qualifications mentioned above.  In circumstances where this is not possible regrettably the game would need to be cancelled and the game awarded to the opposition.  As I stated above this may seem harsh, but the rules are designed to ensure children are safe playing the game they love and this should and is always the first priority of the League.
General Secretary Personal Request

As a few of you may know I am retiring from my role as Chief Executive Officer of Four Greens Community Trust on the 31st March 2026 and looking forward to having some more time to devote to the role of General Secretary of the League in the future.  Work is therefore particularly busy, and I am aware that I have not been responding to queries and emails as quickly as normal.  Once I am retired this should provide me with more time and I appreciate your patience over the next couple of weeks.  Please feel free if you have not heard back from me within 24 hours during this period to send a reminder email.  I appreciate your support in this matter.
Cup Rules

A player must of played two games with their current team prior to the semi final - County Cup games do not apply. 

A player can only play in one Cup competition on a Saturday so please note this for dual signed players AND where you have signed a player from another Club during the Season
Evening Games
Please note the playing of evening games is a condition of joining the League as when you have bad weather this is the only way to ensure that you can complete the Season.  The League tries as hard as it can to try and avoid long journeys to games and also tries and schedule times as late as possible BUT especially in the first couple of weeks in April games may have to be scheduled for 6pm as in previous years to ensure enough light to complete the fixtures.
The League will also be noting teams that may decide to cancel a fixture and award the opponents the game when it appears they have nothing to play for.  This is against the spirit of the League and will be reviewed when we review entries to the League next year.  This is about potential persistent offenders in terms of cancellations.  
Website Update
Just to let you know our student placement to update and deliver our website had to be delayed by a couple of weeks as we had to complete all the health and safety and risk assessments required by the College.  Ollie has now started and you will notice ongoing changes to the website from the 25th March 2026 as there is currently work going on behind the scenes to get the site up and running.

A reminder that the website address  https://djm-league.co.uk
I will send out an email when the site has the new information on it and is regularly updated

Adrenalin Devon Junior and Minor League Format Change
The League is desperately trying to arrange a meeting with all Club Secretaries and any interested Managers about the new rules and regulations for next year but is really struggling to find an affordable venue to hold the meeting as we need a venue that can host between 200 – 250 people minimum.  The cheapest we have found to date and is available at short notice is £ 500 and we feel this is too much money and not a good use of League Funds.  We are awaiting on a couple of venues to get back to us and as soon as they have we will set the meeting up.  Apologies for the delay and if anyone has any ideas please email me
Vision, Mission and Objectives

Thank you for the positive feedback about our proposed new vision, mission and objectives for the League and I will be in April calling a meeting of the Sub groups of League Executive Officers and Club Secretaries that have already expressed an interest in now reviewing the various structures the League is considering to include becoming a charity, a CIO or a CIC

Further information to be sent to Clubs in May.

Dates for your Diary

League Annual General Meeting  -  Boringdon Golf Club 7pm on the 8th June 2026

League Presentation Evening – Plymouth Pavilions 2 – 10pm ( three sittings ) 13th June 2026

League Respect Evening – Plymouth Argyle Conference Facility – Friday 17th July 2026.
Cup Final Dates
Saturday 25th April 2026   -  U9 and U10 Finals at Crowndale, Tavistock

Sunday 26th April 2026     -  U18 Finals at Kimberely Stadium, Saltash
Tuesday  5th May 2026        Final at Erne Valley, Ivybridge

Friday 8th May 2026 -         Cup Finals at Elburton Villa

Saturday 9th May 2026        Cup Finals at Elburton Villa

Sunday 10th May 2026      -  Cup Finals at Elburton Villa

Tuesday 12th May 2026    -  Cup Final at Elburton Villa

Saturday 16th May 2026    - Cup Finals at the Mill, Torpoint

Sunday 17th May 2026      -  Cup Finals at the Mill, Torpoint

There may be another venue and date needing to be covered but this has not yet been finalised.

Outstanding Invoices

Nicola would like to thank all teams for getting their Central League and Pitch Fee Invoices paid.  She will be sending out the yearly transfer fee invoices and fines to be issued in next two weeks.  The second payment of Central Division fees will be required tto be paid by the end of May and these will be sent out no later that the second week of May when all the scheduled games should be completed.
Handbook Changes
SB Frankfort
SB Frankfort U9

From Brett Charlick to 

Ben Hobgen mobile no 07736549958
Chaddlewood Miners

I just wanted to inform you that we have had a manager change for our u11 blues.
New manager details:
Martyn main
07748231185
mainmartyn@gmail.com
Torpoint Youth
There is a new manager for U12 Maker side for Torpoint Youth, Vanguard League

Alex Gates
 07547 296303

Plymouth Kolts

Plymouth Kolts New U8s Manager
Barry Mountstevens

07999 348900
Granby Youth

Please note that the Secretary and Chairman of Granby FC have changed roles and so Mark Fairington is now the Secretary of the Club and Harrison Roberts in now the Chairman.  

All the above changes have been made to the directory that is being sent with this newsletter

Team Withdrawals

Stoke Gabriel Under 13s ( not the girls team ) have withdrawn from the League and the table has been amended
Mark Rowles
General Secretary   15th March 2026
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