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Adrenalin Devon Junior Minor League
General Secretary Information Sheet  -  Season 2025 – 2026
My Phone number   07484 029458    My e mail mark.rowlesdjm@gmail.com 
Welcome to the twelfth newsletter of the 2025 – 2026 Season and trust that the information is useful for your Club officials and please make sure this is shared with your and Club officials.

Newsletter No.12
Website – Student Placement

I am delighted to inform Clubs that I have negotiated a student placement from the College of St Mark and St John who is going to work for 100 hours over the next four months to update and make our website relevant.  This is badly needed and has been a criticism of the League for some time now.  The student’s name is Ollie Jones, who is also a referee and is aware of our League.  He will formally start on the 2nd February 2026 and the first week will be ensuring he gets all administration rights and that we induct him about the League and I will send over his contact details.
If there is anything specific you would like to see on our website, please can you let me know so I can provide him with the details when he starts.
Online Handbook

I attach in the same email as this newsletter was sent the latest handbook directory.  Please can you review and let me know any changes and this includes any teams entered in U7, U8 or U9 after Christmas, any teams that have withdrawn and any change to Club and Manager contacts.  Would like to get as accurate as possible as this will be one of the first tasks of Ollie and getting this information on the website.
Adrenalin Devon Junior and Minor League Format Change Questionnaire 

In the same email as this newsletter has been sent is a questionnaire asking all Clubs in the League their thoughts and intentions regarding how they are to run their teams for Season 2026-2027 considering the new FA guidelines.  This particularly applies to

Under 7s current format 5 v 5 to be replaced with 3 v 3

Under 9s current format 7 v 7 to be replaced with 5 v 5

Under 11s current format 9 v 9 to be replaced with 7 v 7

Under 13 current format 11 v 11 to be replaced with 9 v 9
Please can you ensure you respond to me by no later than the 4th February 2026 as we will be using this information to decide how we will co-ordinate the Divisions for the new Season.  Even if you are not impacted by the changes please respond to the generic questions or just put N/A.  Please can you support this as we really want to get the views of our Clubs before making any decisions.  Thank you in advance for your support in this matter.

Under 7 and Under 8 Fixtures from February 2026

Again, attached to the same email as this newsletter are the fixtures for the second phase of our U7 and U8 Central programme and my thanks again to Justin Coombes for all his efforts in putting this together.  If you note any errors or issues, please can you let me know asap so we can review and rectify if necessary.
Vision, Mission and Objectives

As you should be aware the League is reviewing its legal structure as currently it is an unincorporated body and this structure does not meet the needs of a League that has a turnover of over £ 120k a year and has over 7500 players and 540 teams within its membership

The first part of the review is to create a vision, mission and objectives and when these are agreed we can then decide upon the best structure moving forward and ones being considered include a charity, a Community Interest Organisation or a Community Interest Company.

Please find below the first draft or our vision and objectives and these will form the basis of the new constitution or articles of association that will need to be written up

I would be grateful for any comments on the information below and can I have this by the 6th February 2026 as the committee reviewing this aspect of our work will meet again in the second week of February.

Vision
To provide competitive and noncompetitive FA-affiliated football opportunities for young people aged 6–18 years in an environment that is inclusive, safe, enjoyable, and respectful.
Strapline
Empowering Young People through Football
Objectives
·       To maintain the financial sustainability of the League.
·       To offer both competitive and noncompetitive FA-affiliated football programmes.
·       To assist member Clubs in effective administration and to deliver education and support in collaboration with partners such as the FA when appropriate.
·       To foster a secure atmosphere where young people are valued and can build confidence.
·       To prioritise safeguarding as our paramount concern for all young participants.
·       To cultivate a culture that is inclusive, respectful, and enjoyable for members.
·       To enhance the physical and mental wellbeing of young people within our membership.
·       To represent Clubs, where relevant, in dealings with the FA and other partner organisations.
·       To collaborate with partners to improve physical resources and proactively seek better football facilities within our community.
· Enable young people to forge friendships, through personal interaction that increases their confidence, self-esteem and understanding of others

Our Values
·       Everyone is unique
·       Transparency of Actions
·       Placing young people at the heart of all our decisions
·       Valuing participation over winning
·       Commitment to inclusivity and mutual respect
 
Transfer Window

Just a reminder – the transfer window closes on the 31st January 2026 at 11.59pm.  

Date of Respect Evening for the 2025 – 2026 Season – a second reminder
I am pleased to be able to confirm that our Respect Evening is to take place on Friday 17th July 2026 at Plymouth Argyle in their Conference Facility and as always will be between 7 – 10pm with doors opening at 6.30pm. 
Cups Committee and Actual Dates of Divisional Finals

The Adrenalin Devon Junior and Minor League Cups committee is meeting in the next two weeks to finalise the exact dates and times for the Cup Finals, and these will be circulated by myself as soon as they have been confirmed.  Also, and appreciate this is an early shout out but with the increased number of finals due to the size of the League we will be asking Clubs whether anyone can provide some time to support the Executive co-ordinate the finals.  If you think you may be able to provide some support at any of the following confirmed final dates, can you let me know.  Thank you in advance for considering this request
Saturday 25th April 2026   -  U9 and U10 Finals at Crowndale, Tavistock

Sunday 26th April 2026     -  U18 Finals at Kimberely Stadium, Saltash
Tuesday  5th May 2026       -  Final at Erne Valley, Ivybridge

Saturday 9th May 2026      -  Cup Finals at Elburton Villa

Sunday 10th May 2026      -  Cup Finals at Elburton Villa

Tuesday 12th May 2026    -  Cup Final at Elburton Villa

Saturday 16th May 2026    - Cup Finals at the Mill, Torpoint

Sunday 17th May 2026      -  Cup Finals at the Mill, Torpoint

There may be another venue and date needing to be covered but this has not yet been finalised.

Outstanding Invoices

There are still a few teams with either Central League or Council Pitch Fee invoices outstanding and the final date for payment is the 31st January 2026.  Please ensure these payments are made by then.

Nicola is also sending out invoices to Clubs that had had teams withdraw from the League in the past two months and again grateful if payment can be made within the stipulated time.
Handbook Changes

Kelliwik change of Manager telephone number
Kelliwik U9’s  Tigers manager to:

Tom Bradbury – 07795070124
Aylesbury Crescent FC
New Secretary 

Holly Steer    

Hollysteer@hotmail.co.uk
07534103282
New Aylesbury Crescent FC U12's Manager:

Chris Hore

07951057427

Additionally, the kit colours for our U12's team have changed from red to blue and black.

Team Withdrawals

Sadly there have been two team withdrawals since the last newsletter and  they are
Plymouth Kolts U13 that play in the Astor Division
Plymouth Kolts U15 that play in the Anson Division
The League table and fixtures will be revised accordingly
.

Mark Rowles
General Secretary   25th January 2026
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