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Adrenalin Devon Junior Minor League
General Secretary Information Sheet  -  Season 2023 – 2024
My Phone number   07715651907       My e mail mark.rowlesdjm@gmail.com
Welcome to the fifth newsletter of the 2023 – 2024 Season and trust that the information is useful for your Club officials and please make sure this is shared with your Managers and Club officials.

Newsletter No 5
School and County Representative Match Cancellations

I have been asked to remind teams of the rules relating to the above and have also checked this with Devon FA.

School commitments – if you have three or more players that are on a school authorised trip or activity you can cancel a game IF this means it takes you below the number of players in the competition you are playing.  Therefore is 7 v 7 it must leave you with 6 players, if 9 v 9 it leaves you with 8 players or 11 v 11 it leaves you with 10 players.  Unfortunately, injured players or players unavailable can not be added to this number.

County Representative Matches – If you have two or more players picked to represent their County, regardless of squad size teams can request the cancellation of their fixture if scheduled for the same day.  This is an FA Rule.
Teamsheets – Teams suspended
This weekend six teams were suspended for failure not only to complete their teamsheets accurately but then not getting them completed following reminders. I really do not like carrying out this part of the job but the League has to ensure that the administration of the League is smooth as failure to do this impacts on its operation.  Stopping players playing is not our favoured option but is expected within our rules.  Teams when suspended unless they appeal for mitigating circumstances will forfeit the game/s scheduled and these are awarded to the opposition.  I really hope that I will not have to do this on a regular occasion this year and our Registration Secretaries get the information on time and in the correct format.

Respect and Safeguarding – Working Together

Our Respect Officer Sarah Brooks, Richard Mason Devon Referees Officer, Lorraine Tilley -Devon FA Safeguarding Officer and myself met to try and ensure that we maximised our resources and gave clarity to Clubs re the process of reporting Respect and Safeguarding issues.  I trust the information below helps to clarify.

1. If an official or a substitute official picked by the Clubs when a League official has not been appointed write a report about a game this goes straight to County and Richard Mason to review

2. If a report is wished to be written about a safeguarding concern these will be sent to both Lorraine Tilley from Devon FA and Dave Keast.  Please note sometimes these reports are then deemed more a respect than safeguarding issue and in these cases they will be passed on to the procedure for reporting respect or poor practice issues.

3. If a Club wishes to write a report about poor respect then we are adapting an existing form that the FA are using and branding it with both the FA and League logos and this is to be used from next weekend.  The form will also be available on our website.  These forms will be reviewed weekly by both the League and Devon / Cornwall FA and a decision made as to how to proceed and whether the League or the FA lead in the investigation if required.

4. Sarah does review weekly the comments made on Full Time by Clubs and sends me an update and we discuss any points of concern.  We will then follow through if applicable.
Hopefully the above will speed up the process and enable consistent reports to be written.

I am pleased to inform Clubs that compared to last year the number of reports is slightly lower than last year and also the level of the concerns raised overall is lower and is more about poor practice rather than serious safeguarding / respect issues.  I really feel that now we have more people watching games as well as linking this with FA visits that this is also helping the League to target its resources more effectively.  Also so pleasing to see the number of referees sending me, Brian and Sarah positive comments about games they have officiated in.
DRD Presentation

As mentioned in the last newsletter we have been successful in a grant application and are to receive £ 15, 000, ( £ 5000 a year for three years ) towards our Benevolent Fund, referees training courses and our proposed cost of living fund.  A cheque presentation will be made at the Manadon Sports Hub tomorrow ( Saturday 7th October 2023.) and in future newsletters we will inform you of potential new referee courses and our cost of living support fund.

Vaping and Smoking

It has been brought to my attention that people have been seen smoking and vaping in the technical areas.  This must not be allowed to occur and please ensure all your Club officials eligible to be in a technical area are aware of this.
Non compliant Club officials in technical areas
As you are aware the League and the FA are undertaking visits of games to monitor and report on respect and it is alarming to still find teams that have officials in the technical areas that do not have their DBS checks.  As well as Devon / Cornwall FA suspending these teams the League will be charging all offenders in the future for breaking our respect guidelines and ignoring League correspondence on this.  We have a duty to safeguard all our players and there is no excuse for this not to be abided with.

Welfare Officer Training

The next Welfare Training and Information evening is to take place both face to face at Coach Road – Devon FA headquarters in Newton Abbott or online on Thursday 12th October 2023.  You should have received a link but if not please see below.  I urge Clubs to get their Welfare Officers to attend if at all possible. The League is monitoring attendance as the Welfare Officer position is critical in terms of helping to keep young people safe.

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3aZOkig2SE6twFHsOZIQ_fiDC-KcD177kcAGIaURufq2c1%40thread.tacv2/1693407265377?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2245c92590-ccc6-46f9-80ff-9fc8d9edde39%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2279f0332b-1451-4d65-98fd-90b587a04ac6%22%7d
Trophy Return

Final reminder – Outstanding Divisional and Cup Trophies MUST be back with me at my house 8 Limetree Road, Peverell, Plymouth PL3 5UB by Sunday 8th October 2023.  I will be home to receive these 

Friday 6th October  -   6pm – 9.30pm

Saturday 7th October   5pm – 9.30pm

Sunday 8th October      6pm – 9pm

I have constantly reminded Clubs about the deadline and please help me to ensure I can get them returned to our storage unit.
Deregistering Players
Please note that when the transfer window is closed you are unable to deregister players without the permission of the League.  This is to ensure that the transfer system is not abused.  We already have a few to review and these will be done at our League Executive meeting on the 9thOctober 2023.

Parking of Cars at Aylesbury Crescent and Sheridan Gardens
If your teams are using these pitches please can you ensure your team parents and supporters park responsibly and not on the pavements, on the grass or on double yellow lines.  At Sheridan Gardens we had an issue of a bus not being able to proceed down the road and at Aylesbury Crescent pictures sent to me of cars literally completely covering the pavement.  We will use the use of these pitches if this continues on a persistent basis
Team Withdrawal

The Under 13 Tamerton team that plays in the Under 13 Hermes League has regrettably withdrawn from the League.
League Website

Our new website is now live and the address is as follows

www.djm-league.co.uk 
Our Website co-ordinator is Mark Smith and his details are in our handbook.
Handbook Changes

All the changes have been added to the online directory that is being sent with the email containing this newsletter and also will be on the website

Plymouth Hope 
Change of U9 Manager
It is now Mark Fitzsimons    07799465805   
Signal Box

New Manager

U16   Manager Will Drew. Contact no 07973162090
It is imperative that Club Secretaries contact me if during the Season there are any of the following changes

1. Changes to Managers or Club officials
2. Changes to kit colours or home ground
This is to ensure that communication remains effective in the League and that we know the correct people to communicate with.  All changes will be made to the online directory on our website and will be notified to Clubs in the League newsletter.

Argyle Ladies Mascot and Match Day Packages
Please see below information Argyle Ladies have asked to share with Clubs
We are delighted to be able to offer matchday Packages for Ryan Perks's Plymouth Argyle Womens team this season. 
 
We will have two packages available; Mascot packages and American Shootout packages.
Please see below for the two itineraries' for both packages.
Mascots (14:00 Kick Off) (Varying numbers can be accommodated)
12:10 - Mascots arrive
12:15 - Mascots and parents taken to classroom to explain day and come up with questions for players.
12:30 - A select few players will come for a Q and A session.
12:50 - Mascots start warming up and having a training session on the pitch in an area I have highlighted away from first team warm up.
13:45 - mascots finish training session and will be moved to the tunnel to walk out with players.
14:00 - 14:45 - Mascots will be in pairs and be ball assistants around the pitch along with flags should argyle score
14:45 - 15:00 - Mascots will take penalties in a goal
15:00 - 15:45 - Mascot's ball assist for second half
15:45 - Chance for potential autographs and then the Package finished and return to families.
The price for Mascot package is as follows ; 
Children : £15 per mascot
Adults : £8 this includes a hot drink.
 
American shootout package (14:00 Kick Off) (Varying numbers can be accommodated)
 
12:45 - Arrival time
12:50 - Training session starts on the pitch away from 1st team warm up.
13:50 - Training session finishes.
13:55 - Children will line up with flags to create a guard of honour for the players.
14:00 - 14:45 - Children will be in pairs and be ball assistants around the pitch along with flags should argyle score
14:45 - 15:00 - Children will take penalties in goals on the pitch.
15:00 - 15:45 - Children will be ball assistants for second half
15:45 - Chance for potential autographs and then the Package finished and return to families.
Children - £10 per child
Adults - £8 Per Adult includes a hot drink.
Currently all games are to take place at Coach Road Newton Abbot around a 35-minute drive from Plymouth.
Should the game you select get moved to Home park or other location you will get first refusal on this game however please keep in mind an increase in price will be in place for any games at Home Park. 
Booking link is below;
Book Argyle Community Trust Football Courses & Soccer School Sessions (officialsoccerschools.co.uk)
The fixture list as follows : 
Sunday 15th October 2023 Vs Portsmouth
Sunday 5th November 2023 Vs London Bees
Sunday 19th November 2023 Vs Cardiff City 
Sunday 7th January 2023 Vs Chatham Town 
Sunday 28th January 2023 Vs Oxford United
Sunday 3rd March 2023 Vs Ipswitch Town
Sunday 24th March 2023 Vs Hashtag United
Sunday 5th May 2023 Vs Mk Dons
 
Many thanks as always for your time spent reading and implementing any requests

Mark Rowles                Friday 6th October 2023
Date of next newsletter  -   Friday 20th October 2023
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