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Adrenalin Devon Junior Minor League
General Secretary Information Sheet  -  Season 2023 – 2024
My Phone number   07715651907       My e mail mark.rowlesdjm@gmail.com
Welcome to the second newsletter of the 2023 – 2024 Season and trust that the information is useful for your Club officials and please make sure this is shared with your Managers and Club officials.

Newsletter No 2
Handbook Distribution and League Management Meeting

The 2023 – 2024 Handbooks will be distributed to all Clubs at the League Management Meeting that is to be held at the Green Taverners ( behind the Plymouth Argyle Mayflower stand ) on Monday 4th September 2023 starting at 7pm.  Please ensure a representative of your Club is present so that all handbooks can be distributed.  Please note each team in the League receives a handbook as well as the Secretary, Chairman, Treasurer and Welfare Officer of each Club.  

Please note I am sending a copy of the handbook in the same email as this newsletter.
Checking Full Time and League Fixtures

Our Fixture Secretaries have worked tirelessly to get fixtures out early for the start of the Season and as per League Rule fixtures up to the end of December will be on Full Time by the start of the Season.  

At present there are so many changes having to be made due to factors outside the League control that include schools saying pitches will not be available for the start of the Season, travellers occupying council pitches ( see later in this newsletter ) and 14 day notice given for cancellation to fixtures already being received by Club.

Please encourage your Managers to check on a regular basis for any changes to their fixture times and venues.’’

Registration News

As of the 18th August 2023 the League has registered 6024 players to date.  This is a great effort by Club Secretaries and I know Steve and Helen are so pleased to get so many registrations recorded already.  My thanks to both Steve and Helen for their work on registrations as this is probably their busiest time of year.

11 plus examinations

Under 11 teams can cancel their fixtures on the 16th and 23rd September if they have players that are taking there 11 plus mock examinations.  This is a League Rule and is not counted as one of your two 14 Day notice of cancellations.

Secretary Training Session

On Wednesday 30th August 2023 at the Four Greens Community Trust in Whitleigh Plymouth there will be a Secretary Training and Information Session starting at 7pm that is designed to support Secretaries with their role and to review the Full Time system.  The session is to be led by myself and Steve Conteh and although targeting new Secretaries in particular we think that it can also support existing Secretaries in their role.

Please can you email Mark Rowles on mark.rowlesdjm@gmail.com to book a place.  Light refreshments will be provided and WE REALLY hope you will consider this worthwhile to attend.

Online Team Sheet and Result Sheet Training

On the 5th, 6th and 7th of September Steve Conteh is to be running online sessions for Managers to go through the process of online team sheets, recording results and also showing Managers other aspects of the FA online system.  This training will be open to other officers in your Club that input results or use Full Time.  The sessions will run from 6 – 7pm on the three days.  You only need to attend one of the sessions.  Last year the incorrect filling in of team sheets caused a lot of issues ( and fines ) and we hope this training will help to alleviate this problem.  I will send out the link to these online training events in the next few days.
14 Day Notice of Cancellations

A reminder that every team has 2 x 14 Day notice of cancellations that can be used in a Season.  Providing 14 days written notice is provided to the relevant Fixture Secretary then the date requested for cancellation will be agreed.  Please note the League can fixture a game with seven days notice so please ensure even if you are not showing as having a game if you wish to ensure no game is played then a 14 day notice need to be given.  Please can you copy the Secretary of the League into these requests for additional proof of receipt.
Win £ 50 for your Club or Team

I am wanting to ensure that Clubs and League Officers do read this newsletter and therefore please can you email me mark.rowlesdjm@gmail.com  and just write WIN 50 and I will enter all the responders into a draw to be held at the League Management Meeting.  Also, would like Executive Officer to email as well so I can get a guide as to how many of them read the newsletter as well.

League Website

Massive thanks to Mark Smith our new Communication and Social Media Officer for creating our new website that is to go live this evening ( Friday 18th August 2023 ) from 8.30pm.  Please note this is work in progress and is being continually developed.  The website address is as follows.   

www.djm-league.co.uk 
Our hope is our website will be a source of information and support to make it easier for our Club officers and Managers to find information that will improve their experience of the League.  

We will also be looking at developing our facebook page and starting podcasts.  If you have any ideas for improving the website please liaise directly with Mark Smith
Travellers currently occupying some of our Council Pitches

There are currently travellers located on two of our council pitch sites – Knowle Battery and the Manadon pitches at Treveneague Gardens.  The council has served the eviction notices and they should be off site by the end of the week starting 21st August 2023.  The pitches will then be checked for damage and if there is a requirement to move teams whilst repairs are done the relevant teams will be informed.
Central Development League Meeting

All U7 and U8 teams are requested to send ideally the Manager or a representative to an information evening to be held at Manadon Sports Hub on Wednesday 23rd August 2023 starting at 7pm.  This meeting will go through all the rules and regulations relating to our Central League.  Please ensure attendance at this meeting.
Referees Update

I am delighted to report that the number of referees that have committed to refereeing in our League for the forthcoming Season has increased quite significantly and this clearly is good news. We have a referees meeting to be held on the 1st September 2023 at the Manadon Sports Hub in St Peters Road and already 46 referees have signed up to the event.  Please can we ensure we do everything to make refereeing an enjoyable experience and to encourage them to continue officiating in our League.

DRD Sports and Social Club Application

The Adrenalin Devon Junior and Minor League has had discussions with the DRD Sports and Social Club and as a result has submitted an application for some funding that would

1. Create a cost of living emergency fund to support players in our League struggling to play due to financial pressures within their family

2. Support towards our Respect Evening and our respect events throughout the year

3. Potential to subsidise a referees courses and some other training courses for Club officials

The League is aware that quite a few Clubs have submitted applications that were declined and it appears this is because the panel were not sure how they could distinguish between the applications.  Think they had thirteen applications in the last round.  This is why our proposed application if successful will be accessible to all members of our League.  The application is being reviewed in September and will update you all when we hear and if successful will provide further details about how we wish to spend the funding and how it can be accessed.

Respect Evening

Thank you to all the teams that have already confirmed their ticket allocations for the            2023-24 Respect Evening that is being held at Plymouth Argyle on Tuesday 12th September 2023.   All Clubs that has either won a team sporting award or had a player that won an individual award have been written to.  Please can you ensure you let me know your ticket requests by the end of the month at the latest.  A reminder due to the popularity of the event winning teams and individuals are restricted to 3 tickets.  Over 290 people will be present at this event.
Respect Nominations
An extension for nominations for our Respect Awards means that we require any nominations for the categories below to be sent to the General Secretary by the 23rd August 2023.  In particular we require nominations for the youth awards
Please support us to recognise those members of our League that meet the criteria for any of the awards below.

The categories for nomination are

1  Hunter District Coach of the Year - this does not have to be a winning coach but one whose attitude and commitment to his team is above and beyond normal expectations.

2.  Ivybridge Town Club Official of the Year - not the Secretary as we already have an award for this.  Anyone on your committee who you feel deserves recognitions.

3.  SB Frankfort Club Volunteer Award - for a volunteer that is not part of the committee but helps a Club - nominated by individual Clubs - a groundsman. person in the tea hut, someone who washes kit etc etc.

4.  Duke Wealth Long Service Award - for a Club member that has served a Club for a long time 

5.  Four Greens Community Trust Special Acknowledgement Award - for an act of great sportsmanship during the Season - by a player or official

6.  Chaddlewood Miners and the Drake FC Youth Volunteer Recognition Award - for 2 young people under the Age of 18 that work hard with the Club as a volunteer as well as a player. 

7.  Shane Connolly Football Through Adversity Award - to a young player or official who despite adversity contributes to their team and Club in a positive way.

8.  Carpet Cleaning Special Merit Award - to someone within your Club who contributes in many ways, often those that can get unnoticed

9.  Des O Leary Commemoration Award for Fund Raising - to a person who either fund raises for your Club or who works tirelessly to bring funding to your Club.  Could also be a long serving sponsor.
Annual Accounts

The League expects to get its annual accounts back from the auditors at the end of next week and they will be sent out to all Clubs for review prior to the League Management meeting on the 4th September 2023.

Registration Invoices 

A massive thanks to all the Clubs that have already paid their League Registration Fees. Only 7 Clubs have currently not paid but they have until the 31st August to make payment.  Clubs paying early has really helped our cashflow and your support is appreciated

The invoices for the additional cups ordered by teams from last Season can now be sent out as we have had to wait for Plymouth Trophyman to confirm the extra costs.  We have received this and so invoices will be sent out to Clubs in next 7 days.

Handbook Changes

Please note the following handbook changes ( have been made on the online version but will need to be changed in the printed handbooks being provided on the 4th September 2023

U8 Marjon

Robert Mowat - 07789 900551

U8 United

Taylor Kasitz - 07982 650260
It is imperative that Club Secretaries contact me if during the Season there are any of the following changes

1. Changes to Managers or Club officials
2. Changes to kit colours or home ground
This is to ensure that communication remains effective in the League and that we know the correct people to communicate with.  All changes will be made to the online directory on our website and will be notified to Clubs in the League newsletter.
Mark Rowles
18th August 2023
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